
 

 

2nd Grade 
     Language Arts  

AKS = Academic Knowledge and Skills: the curriculum your child will learn this year in school.   
 
AKS/Objective: Describe how reasons support specific points the author makes in a text 
providing evidence from the text. 
 
 
 
This means… 

I can…Identify what is the author's main 
point or claim about the topic. 

I can… describe what reasons (evidence from 
text) the author gives to support their point. 

This looks like… 

Action 1: Your child should be able to state the 
point the author is trying to make about the 
topic. 

Action 2: Your child should be able to describe 
how reasons support the point by giving 
examples from the text. Make sure the child 
recognizes that authors also use text features to 
support their point.  

 

Activity Title:  LEVEL: Proficient 

Materials Needed:  

● Computer/Device to access the internet 
● Any non-fiction text or “Extreme Plants” or Our Earth 
● paper 
● pencil/pen 

 

Explain - When reading informational texts, look for the points the author gives to convince you an idea 
is true. To figure out whether an author’s points are supported, look for any reasons and evidence he or 
she supplies for each point. A reason is an explanation for why the idea might be true. A piece of 
evidence is a fact that can be proven true.  

 

Directions:  

 Before reading the text: 
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● Introduce the vocabulary, “point,” “reasons,” and “support.” 

Point: What the author is trying to say or trying to convince the reader. 

   Example: Plastic should be recycled. 

Reasons: Why the author thinks this way. 

  Example: Plastics are a huge waste and take up a lot of space. 

Support: This is why the author used the reasons. 

   Example: The author’s reasons support his point because they show us why plastics 
are a problem. 

Model how to support a point with details. You can start with the scenario below. 

1. Tell your child you are going to make the point that (name of your school) is the 
best school in the world! Display this sentence and label it, “author’s point.” 

2. Ask your child to give you reasons to support why it is the best school. Record 3 
of their answers and label them, “reasons or evidence.” 

3. Have them summarize how you made your point that, “____ is the best school!” 

 

Read Together - Choose Any Non-Fiction Text (i.e., newspapers, magazine articles, etc.)  

Try “Extreme Plants” by Lynne Brunelle in National Geographic Explorer Kids Magazine. 

During reading, help your child locate an author’s point and reasons together. 

● Create or give the “Author’s Points and Reasons” chart. (Chart is provided below.) 

● Read the title and subheading of the article, “Extreme Plants.” What does the author 
think about the plants in this article? What feeling do you get reading the title? (Your 
child may say the author thinks these plants are cool, exciting, or even interesting. The 
title EXTREME lets us know that the author recognizes these are not your normal house 
plant.) 

● Read the article with your child. Children should listen for reasons the author gives as 
support. When looking for reasons, you can answer the question, “Why does the author 
think this?”  Why does the author think this plant is extreme? 

● Have your student fill in the chart as you read each section.  
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After reading, reread your chart and discuss what they think the author was trying to say 
(author’s point). 

 

 

What Does the Author 
Think? 

Why Does the Author 
Think This? 

What sentence from the 
text helps us know this? 

Example: The author thinks 
castor bean plants are 
dangerous. 

The castor bean flower has 
seeds that can kill animals 
if the animal eats it. 

The seed contains a deadly 
poison. 
A handful of seeds can kill 
a person. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

After and During Reading Possible Prompts and Questions:  

Identify at least two points the author is trying to make in this text. 

Why did the author write this article? 

What information can be found under the heading ______? 

Look at a picture. Which fact from the text does this picture best show? 
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If the activity is too hard, try this:  

● Give your child the author’s point and let them find the reasons. Say to your child, “The 
author thinks ______. Let’s read to find which part of the texts explains why.”   

Example: This author thinks that these plants are extreme! They are very different 
from a normal plant. Let’s read to find which part of the texts explains why the 
author thinks this plant is extreme. 

● Read or listen to this article about whale sharks. Try to notice when the author shares an 
opinion. Here are a few pictures of pages from the article to guide you. Instead of filling 
out the chart as you read, the parent can point to the boxes and the child can respond 
verbally. 
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Example: 

 

What Does the Author 
Think? 
 
Whale shark tourism can be 
helpful to people. 
 

Why Does the Author Think 
This? 
 
The fishers say bringing tourists 
to see whale sharks is a good 
business. 
 
 
 
 
 

What sentence from the 
text help us know this? 
 
Fishers say they can make 
more money. 
They can take better care of 
their families. 
 

Whale shark tourism can be 
harmful to the animals. 

Tourists feed the whale sharks, 
which can be bad. 

Feeding whale sharks 
changes their natural 
behavior.  
 
Whales stop swimming long 
distances when they are 
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being fed. 
 
Whales can be hurt by boat 
propellers if they get too 
close. 

● Try an easier text or a text on your child’s reading level.  
● Keep in mind that some texts you find to practice with may be above your child’s 

reading level. Consider reading or listening to the book with your child so that you can 
focus on practicing the comprehension skills. In general, children can listen to and 
comprehend information from stories one or two grade levels above what they are able 
to read. By not limiting yourself to only easier texts, you are greatly helping your child to 
improve their vocabulary and comprehension skills that they will need as they advance 
in their reading levels. 

● Choose only a smaller portion of the book to read in one sitting. Show your excitement 
as you read when you learn something new. Make comments to your child while 
reading about information that you already knew or information. Explain what you 
notice by looking at the graphs and charts prior to reading the text on a page. Then read 
the text and share your new understandings. Ask your child what they notice or think. In 
this way you can model for your child what to do and engage them in the conversations 
without overwhelming them.  

● If the writing portion is overwhelming for your child, complete it orally instead. You can 
also talk through the task and have them tell you what to write.   

● Practice using these skills with books or articles that are relevant to what is going on in 
the world around you or have topics that are interesting to your child.  

 

If the activity is too easy, try this:   

Agree or Disagree? Determine the author’s point from an article or section of a book 
and name some reasons why the author thinks this way. Then say, AGREE or DISAGREE? Have a 
conversation with your child if s/he agrees or disagrees with the author. Your child should give 
one or two reasons why they agree or disagree. 

Compare/Contrast Read two texts on the same topic. Determine the points each 
author makes and the reasons why each author thinks this. Then, compare and contrast the 
author’s points of view on the same topic. You can make a Venn diagram to compare or a t-
chart. 

Get to the heart Often when authors write, they’re trying to get readers to feel a certain 
way. Perhaps the author of an article about whale conservation wants readers to feel sad about 
the plight of whales. Or the author of a letter may want to make the recipient feel better about 
a situation. Select a text on your child’s reading level and try to get to the heart of the matter. 
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After your child reads a text, stop and ask: How do you feel? And how did the author get you to 
feel this way? Jot down the evidence in the text that supports how the author got you to feel 
this way.  

Again and Again Sometimes it’s hard to find the author’s point, especially if the article 
isn’t about a topic we love. Practice with another text where the author’s point is not part of 
the title and there may be more than one point. Try “Living With Lava Domes” in National 
Geographic Explorer Magazine. 

If the activity is just right, try this:  

Select a non-fiction text for your child to read. They may have a variety of non-fiction texts 
provided by their teacher, you may want to find your own non-fiction text based on topics 
being learned in Science or Social Studies, or you may find a non-fiction text that is of interest 
to your child.  

Online Issues of NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC EXPLORER 
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